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ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
33RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
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STATEMENT BY HIS EXCELLENCY PEHIN DATO ISA BIN IBRAHIM
SPEAKER OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
HEAD OF DELEGATION OF BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
Bismillahhir Rahmannir Raheem
Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh, 
Salam Sejahtera and Good Morning...

His Excellency Dr. Marzuki Alie, Speaker of the Indonesian House of Representatives,
President of the 33rd General Assembly of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA),
Excellencies Heads of Delegation,
Honourable Members of AIPA,
Secretary General of AIPA,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen.
On behalf of the Brunei Darussalam Delegation, I would like to express our sincere gratitude to you Mr. President and The Indonesian House of Representatives for hosting this 33rd AIPA, and our thanks for the warm welcome and hospitality accorded to me and my delegation. The arrangement of the meeting is excellent. It is indeed a great pleasure for me and my delegation to be here in this beautiful island of Lombok.

Mr. President,
Last night, we had the honour of listening to His Excellency Professor Dr. Boediono, Vice-President of the Republic of Indonesia. In his opening remarks, among other things he stressed the important role that AIPA plays in its support of and cooperation with ASEAN towards achieving ASEAN Community by 2015. Similarly, we had the pleasure of listening to His Excellency Prime Minister Hun Sen, as chair of ASEAN in which His Excellency enumerated the achievements of ASEAN in various areas through the cooperative efforts of AIPA.

Mr. President,
AIPA’s theme this year, “Strengthening Parliamentary Roles towards ASEAN Community 2015”, is crucial for all of us as the ASEAN Community 2015 is fast approaching. The theme calls for each AIPA parliament members to not only discuss matters of common interests but also collaborative efforts and actions that are needed between AIPA and ASEAN. The recent AIPA and ASEAN Secretariat Retreat that was held two weeks ago in Bali was a significant step in realizing the commitment of AIPA and ASEAN to “draw up” a roadmap to further enhance cooperation between AIPA and ASEAN.

Mr. President,

It is worthy of note that ASEAN needs the participation of the people - especially from the grass roots level - and AIPA shall be the mechanism in this. We, in representing and promoting the legitimate interests and aspirations of the various communities, must always portray our best in responding to the needs of the people through law making. At the same time, AIPA plays a crucial role in aligning and harmonizing domestic laws to regional commitments. To this end, it is incumbent upon AIPA to continuously support ASEAN’s Initiatives towards the realization of the ASEAN Community, based on the three pillars, namely ASEAN Political-Security Community, ASEAN Economic Community and ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community by 2015.

Since the transformation and renaming of AIPO to AIPA, this Assembly has approved and adopted over 700 resolutions. These need to be implemented and further actions to be taken by the Executive Branch of Government, Indeed, the meetings between ASEAN Heads of State/Government and AIPA Leaders in previous ASEAN Summits have strengthened AIPA-ASEAN and indirectly the Executive-Legislature cooperation, reinforcing the collective efforts to build people - centered and rules-​based community.
It has been more than 30 years since this organization was founded and its scope of work has undoubtedly increased as it is faced with regional and international challenges. This further underlines the need to complement the work and activities of ASEAN. The Executive policies made at the level of the Heads of State/Government of ASEAN should be further synergized with dialogues and meetings. Concerted effort is needed in order to explore our creative excellence in various fields for the progress and common prosperity in the region.

And, as an exemplary gesture, the presence of our colleague from the ASEAN-WEN (Wildlife Endangered Network) as invited guest of our host today manifest the said cooperation between AIPA and ASEAN.

Mr. President,

AIPA’s cooperation does not stop with ASEAN. Seminar on Accelerating the Achievement of one of the Millennium Development Goals, that is to say the Role of Women Parliamentarians held last year shows the commitment of AIPA in support of the United Nations to better accomplish its objectives and common benefits.

Your Excellency Mr. President,

As agreed by the Executive Committee Meeting held in Yogyakarta on 9th July 2012, the year 2013 will be a historic year for the Legislative Council of Brunei Darussalam. For the first time, Brunei Darussalam will be entrusted with the Chairmanship of the 34th AIPA next year. It is indeed an honour for me and our delegation to accept this mandate in the same year that Brunei Darussalam would be Chairing the ASEAN Summit. This, I believe, will foster stronger cooperation between AIPA and ASEAN towards ASEAN Integration. Insya-Allah, by the Grace of Allah, the 34th AIPA General Assembly will be held in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam in September next year. I sincerely hope all of you will be able to come not only to attend the Meetings but also to enable Brunei Darussalam to offer its hospitality.
In closing, Mr. President, my delegation and I look forward to our discussions over the next few days and you may rest assured of our full commitment and support. With your vast experience, wisdom and able leadership, I am confident Mr. President that this Meeting will achieve fruitful results.

Thank you.
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